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TAGS: ASEC 

SUBJECT: ESPIONAGE CASE 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS TODAY ISSUED THE FOLLOW- 
ING PRESSRELEASE: 

BEGIN QUOTE: 

2. ATTORNEY GENERAL GRIFFIN B. BELL ANNOUNCED TODAY 
THAT RONALD LOUIS HUMPHREY, 42, OF VIRGINIA, A UNITED 
STATES INFORMATION AGENCY (USIA) EMPLOYEE, AND TRUONG 
DINH HUNG, 32, OF WASHINGTON, D. C., A VIETNAMESE 
NATIONAL, HAVE BEEN ARRESTED BY FBI AGENTS AND CHARGED 
WITH ESPIONAGE AND RELATED CRIMES. 

3. A GRAND JURY IN ALEXANDRIA IN THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF 
VIRGINIA EARLIER TODAY RETURNED A SEVEN-COUNT INDICTMENT 
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WHICH WAS SEALED PENDING THE ARRESTS OF THE DEFENDANTS. 

THE INDICTMENT CHARGES THAT, BEGINNING IN 1976, HUMPHREY 
OBTAINED CLASSIFIED STATE DEPARTMENT COMMUNICATIONS IN 
THE COURSE OF HIS EMPLOYMENT AT USIA AND PERIODICALLY 
DELIVERED THEM TO HUNG AT MEETINGS IN THE WASHINGTON, 

D.C. AREA. HUNG WOULD THEN DIRECT DELIVERY OF THE 
COMMUNICATIONS TO SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV) 
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REPRESENTATIVES IN PARIS, FRANCE THROUGH COURIERS. 

4. NAMED IN THE INDICTMENT AS UNINDICTED CO-CONSPIRATORS 
ARE HUYNG TRUNG DONG, AN OFFICIAL OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
VIETNAMESE IN FRANCE (AVF) IN PARIS, FRANCE; NGUYEN AN 
HUYNH, HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, 
HANOI, SRV; NGUYEN NGOC GIAO, AN OFFICIAL OF THE AVF IN 
PARIS, FRANCE; PHAN THANH NAM, AN OFFICIAL IN THE SRV 
EMBASSY IN PARIS, FRANCE; AND DINH BA THI, CHIEF OF THE 

SRV MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS IN NEW YORK CITY, NEW 
YORK. 

5. HUMPHREY IS A NATIVE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON AND 
HOLDS BACHELOR'S AND MASTER'S DEGREES FROM THE UNIVERSITY 
OF WASHINGTON. HE HAS BEEN EMPLOYED BY USIA SINCE 1961, 

HAS DONE TOURS OF DUTY FOR USIA IN WEST GERMANY (1967-68, 
1971) AND SOUTH VIETNAM (1969-71), AND IS PRESENTLY A 
FOREIGN SERVICE INFORMATION OFFICER (LEVEL 4) AT USIA. 

6. HUNG WAS ADMITTED TO THE UNITED STATES IN 1964 TO 
STUDY ECONOMICS AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY, FROM WHICH HE 
GRADUATED IN 1968 WITH A BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE IN 
ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE. HE IS PRESENTLY 
EMPLOYED AT THE ANIMAL HEALTH INSTITUTE, 1717 K STREET, 

N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. AND HAS APPLIED FOR ADMISSION 

TO THE UNITED STATES AS A PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN. 
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HUNG IS SINGLE AND RESIDES IN WASHINGTON. D. C. 

7. THE MAXIMUM PENALTY UPON CONVICTION IS LIFE IMPRISON- 
MENT. 

8. THE INDICTMENT AND ARRESTS RESULTED FROM A TWO-YEAR 
INVESTIGATION BY THE FBI. THAT INVESTIGATION IS CON- 
TINUING. 

9. ONCE IT BECAME KNOWN THAT STATE 

DEPARTMENT DOCUMENTS WERE INVOLVED, THE DEPARTMENT 
OF JUSTICE WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
AND THE USIA TO PROTECT THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF THE 
DEPARTMENT S PROCESSES AND DOCUMENTS DURING THE COURSE 
OF THE INVESTIGATION. END QUOTE. 

10. EMBASSY SHOULD NOT COMMENT ON ANY ASPECT OF THIS 
CASE. ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS CAN BE REFERRED 
TO WASHINGTON. 

VANCE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION, ESPIONAGE, INVESTIGATIONS, COURT PORCEEDINGS, ARRESTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 31 jan 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE025233 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: BLPASCOE:MS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780046-0632 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 2/aaaaabjo.tel 

Line Count: 115 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 303e09e0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

SAS ID: 3709666 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ESPIONAGE CASE 

TAGS: ASEC, PINR, PINT, US, VM, FBI, (HUMPHREY, RONALD LOUIS), (TRUONG DINH HUNG), (HUYNG TRUNG DONG), (NGUYEN AN 
HUYNH), (NGUYEN NGOC GIAO), (PHAN THANH NAM ) 

To: ALL POSTS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/303e09e0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



